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Gray

at smelter
BY KEVIN CARBERY
STAFF WRITER

The man who has been in
charge of the Doe Run Company s
Herculaneum lead smelter since
September 2001 said he has a sim
pie philosophy for dealing with the
community s lead cleanup situa
toon

I think we could say we are
striving to do the right thing said
Chf Gray vice president and gen
eral manager of the Herculaneum
smelter site I ve told my people
from day one just do the right
thing

Doe Run entered into an agree-
ment with the state Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) and the
federal Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) in 2001 to clean up
the air water and soil near the
company s Herculaneum lead
smelter

Gray 56 who nas more than 35
years of smelter and professional
expenence is responsible for all
aspects of the company s domestic
primary smelting operations and
the oversight of remediation work
in the Old Lead Belt area for the
Doe Run Company

Among the accomplishments'
achieved by Doe Run since Gray
took over his position have been
meeting the national air quality
standards regarding lead for six
consecutive quarters implement
ing a voluntary home buyout pro-
gram for those living near the
smelter and installing a new all
weather truck wash to clean lead
dust and other related debris from
trucks that travel through the
Herculaneum smelter site '

The company also has spent $12
million in air pollution controls at
the smelter site in recent years

There are several things that
have contributed to our success
Gray said Doe Run has worked
hard to turn things around here in
Herculaneum

I think its important to say

ANDREW JANSEN PHOTO
Clif Gray vice president and general manager of Doe Run said progress has been made in the cleanup
project but that there are other ways to improve

Officials, residents speak out on Gray

SEE GRAY, PAGE A6

BY KEVIN CARBERY
STAFF WRITER

Since Chf Gray became vice president and gen
eral manager of the Doe Run Company s
Herculaneum smelter in September 2001 contro
versy over the lead cleanup of the city has not dis
appeared but has greatly subsided

Gray s contributions to improving the situation
are a matter for debate As such some communi
ty leaders were asked what they thought of Gray s
participation in handling the lead contamination
problem in Herculaneum

Herculaneum Mayor John Charms said he
believes Gray has made a positive contribution to
the lead cleanup of the city

Things have changed for the better Charms
said According to the (federal Environmental
Protection Agency) and the (state Department of
Natural Resources) Doe Run is doing what has to
be done

Absolutely (Gray) has contributed to make
the situation better He s been the guy down there
to make it better He s not sitting on his hands

Charms said he has been encouraged by reports
that Doe Run has been meeting national air quah
ty standards for the past year and a half

I feel they ve made great strides in cleaning
up the lead he said They ve been in compliance
with the air standards That s a sign that things
are getting better

Leslie Warden a former Herculaneum alder
woman who is a core team member of the
Herculaneum Lead Smelter Site Community
Advisory Group has a more critical opinion of the
efforts of Doe Run and Gray

I think (Doe Run s cleanup program) has beer
a response to the public s pressure and the gov
ernment s pressure she said The improvement5

V SEE OFFICIALS PAGE A:
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they ve made should have
been made 10 to 15 years ago
A lot of it was sloppy house-
keeping that was neglected by
the company at the local level
for many years

I think things would have
been done whether Chf Gray
or anyone else (was m
charge) I don t think any one
person made a difference

Warden said she is not
ready to let her guard down in
monitoring the Doe Run lead
cleanup of the city

I m still very concerned
about the truck route contam
mation she said I would
like to see them have their
own private road put m
instead of dragging the lead
concentrate across the public
streets My next concern is
the plant isn t getting any
younger I hope they keep
their housekeeping up and
keep improving without a gov
ernment babysitter

I have to pat the commu
mty on the back for their
heightened awareness of what
has been going on That has
made a difference

Another Herculaneum
Lead Smelter Site Community
Advisory Group core team
member Jim Hasten said he
believes Gray has done a good
job

I do think things have
improved under Chf Kasten
said I think Chf is a real
dynamic leader He puts peo-
ple in charge of things and
puts his trust in them so these
people take ownership of their
decisions and responsibilities

Because of his leadership
skills he s encouraging people
to take ownership of the task
set before them to clean up
the town

Kasten also spoke of
Grays demeanor in guiding
Doe Run s lead cleanup effort

He has helped change atti
tudes he said He has
always been positive What
can I do9 He s always said
that whatever they could do to
help a situation and is eco-
nomically feasible they
would

CM is a good listener I
think for Chf the glass is
always half full not half
empty I think he s been good
for the community If there s
a problem before him he tries
to overcome it
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636-933
1273 N Truman Crystal City (In front of SI

Open 10-1 & 2-6 Monday thru Friday and 10-2
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